HSD teacher, volunteer heroes
recognized for educational excellence
Identity Clark County’s Land Here, Live
Here, Learn Here program recently recognized an HHES teacher and a Hockinson
volunteer as “Learn Here Real Heroes.”
The award is given by area business leaders
who thank volunteers and staff for making
the region’s educational system great.
The awards committee described Cary
Delbridge, instructional coach at Hockinson Heights Elementary, as an “all-star
instructional coach who helps teachers
develop engaging lessons plans with students in mind.”
They described Julie Ruhl, president of
PWT—People Working Together, as a “diligent community leader who creates vibrant
learning environments for student success.”

HHES teacher Cary Delbridge (left) and
Hockinson volunteer Julie Ruhl (right) were
both recognized by area business leaders

Hockinson School District is thankful
for these women and for all of our staff and
volunteers, who often go above and beyond
the call of duty!

HHS THEATRE
PRESENTS “FIDDLER”
The Hockinson High School Theatre
Company presented audience
favorite “Fiddler on the Roof,” to
rave reviews this fall.
The six-performance production
was truly a schoolwide effort
involving more than 50 students
in the Theatre Company and 12
students in the pit orchestra.
Numerous staff members
collaborated on the musical as well,
including drama teacher Greg Saum
and band—and pit orchestra—
director Corey McEnry, lead
custodian Kade Hoots, who played
the role of onstage fiddler, and shop
teacher Eirik Huset, who worked
with students to build sets.
Well done!

HHS student earns perfect ACT score
Lexie Stucki shows that practice can, indeed, make perfect.
The HHS senior scored a perfect 36 on her ACT test. She’s among
fewer than 0.2 percent of test-takers scoring that high on the college
entrance exam in 2018.
“I was pretty sure I did well but did not think it’d be that good,”
she said.
Lexie had taken the ACT once before and then bought a program
that analyzed her previous score and guided her in areas where she
could improve. She spent about 50 hours over the summer studying
and working on practice problems.
Although she said she wouldn’t describe the process as “fun,” the
new score has inspired her to expand the list of four-year universities she’s applying to. Her goal is to focus on math or science.
“She’s a motivated student who wants to do well and always wants
to challenge herself,” said HHS guidance counselor Myke Pace.
“Lexie is a well-rounded kid who’ll go on to be successful in whatever she does.”
Lexie plays clarinet in band and marching band—which she describes as “a big, happy family”—and participates in soccer, National Honor Society and Key Club.
What advice does she have for other students preparing to take
the ACT?
“Find enough time to study, so you don’t have to cram it all in at
the end.”
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HHS girls soccer
dedicates season,
wins league title
When the HHS girls soccer team beat
Longview’s R.A. Long High School for the
2A Greater St. Helens League title, it was
more than a win for the team. It was also a
win for Wyatt.
The team dedicated its season to Wyatt
Draper, a 5-year-old from Ridgefield who
was diagnosed with an inoperable brain
tumor.
When the team warmed up before
matches, they wore “Warriors for Wyatt”
T-shirts. Before each game began, they’d
say, “Let’s play for Wyatt.”
“We play for each other, we play for our
community—but we also play for Wyatt,”
said soccer team captain Brooke Grosz, a
junior.
Wyatt is the son of Tyler and Sara Draper,
who went to school with HHS soccer coach
Joe Chicks in Ridgefield.
“I thought it would be a good way to get

“We play for each other, we play for our community—
but we also play for Wyatt.”
- Brooke Grosz, team captain
our girls involved in something bigger than
sports and giving back,” Chicks said. “Some
things are more important than just soccer.
This puts things in perspective.”

Brooke Grosz, junior, defensive player of

In addition to winning their league title,
these players received 2A GSHL honors:

sophomores

the year; first team members: Ellie Seekins,
sophomore, Grace Abbott, freshman, Jamie
Jeschke, sophomore; second team members:
Kati

Waggoner,

Kendall

McGraw and Alyssa Pfaender.
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